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• United States Naval War College, a National Register of Historic Places (NR) -listed and 
National Historic Landmark (NHL) district which includes Luce Hall, an NR-listed property: 
as illustrated by the photographic simulation from Battery Park (#11); 

• Newport Historic District, an NR-listed and NHL district: as illustrated by photographic 
simulations from Battery Park (#11), Island Cemetery (#13, 13a), and Bowen’s Wharf (#3); 

• Bellevue Avenue National Historic Landmark District, an NR-listed and NHL district, and 
Ochre Point-Cliffs Historic District, an NR-listed district, both in Newport: as illustrated by 
photographic simulations from the Breakers (#10, 10a); 

• Bellevue Avenue-Casino Historic District and the Newport Casino (and the Van Alen Casino 
Theatre and Newport Performing Arts Center) in Newport, an NR-listed and an NR-listed and 
NHL property, respectively: as illustrated by the photographic simulation from Bellevue 
Avenue at Casino Terrace (#5); 

• Ocean Drive Historic District in Newport, an NR-listed and NHL district: as illustrated by a 
photographic simulation from Ida Lewis Yacht Club in Newport (#6);  

• Fort Adams Historic District in Newport, an NR-listed and NHL district: as illustrated by 
photographic simulations from both outside and inside the Fort (#7, 8, 9); 

• Windmill Hill Historic District and Jamestown Windmill in Jamestown, both of which are 
listed in the NR: as illustrated in two photographic simulations from the Windmill property 
(#25, 25a); 

• Rose Island Lighthouse off the west coast of Newport, an NR-listed property: as illustrated by 
photographic simulations from Narragansett Bay (#12, 12a); 

• Shoreby Hill Historic District in Jamestown, an NR-listed district:  as illustrated by the 
photographic simulation from Jamestown Harbor (#26); 

• Newport Naval Hospital Historic District in Newport, which is considered eligible for listing 
in the NR: as illustrated by photographic simulations from Cypress Street in Newport (#1, 2); 

• Agricultural District at Green Lane and West Main Road in Middletown, which is considered 
potentially eligible for listing in the NR: as illustrated by photographic simulations from 1942 
West Main Road, in Middletown (#20, 20a). 

 
It is possible that there will also be visual effects on other historic properties within the above-listed 
districts.    
 
The southernmost six proposed turbines (Katy Field, Bishop Rock, Prichard Field South, Prichard 
Field North, Navy Lodge, and Coddington Point), due in part to their proximity to the large number of 
National Register of Historic Places-listed and -eligible and National Historic Landmark-designated 
properties, have the greatest possibility of causing adverse visual effects to historic resources.  If 
constructed, turbines at these locations would have adverse effects on views of the United States 
Naval War College NHL District, of Luce Hall, of the President’s House (aka Quarters AA), of the 
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Point section of the Newport NHL District, and of Rose Island Lighthouse, and views within the 
Common Burying Ground and Island Cemetery, which is individually listed in the NR and within the 
bounds of the Newport NHL district, and from the Fort Adams Historic NHL District.   
 
Additionally, the construction of the proposed turbine at Tank Farm 5 would have an adverse visual 
effect on the Agricultural District at Green Lane and West Main Road in Middletown, located just to 
the east of the turbine.  Even at its FAA-maximum allowed height of 211 feet, the photographic 
simulations of the proposed turbine show a significant presence in this sparsely built agricultural 
district. 
 
In order to reach our conclusion that the undertaking would result in adverse effects to historic 
properties, RIHPHC carefully considered the comments of the interested public, and we considered 
the visual qualities that are integral to the properties' historical significance and historical character.  
We concluded that simple visibility of a proposed wind turbine from a historic property would not, by 
itself, constitute an adverse effect.  However, when the visual impact of one turbine or the cumulative 
effect of multiple turbines diminished the integrity of the historic property's setting, feeling, and 
association, we concluded that an adverse effect would result as described in the federal Procedures of 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (36 CFR Part 800.5(a)).  For example, the southern-
most turbines significantly intrude on the historic waterfront character of the Point section of the 
Newport NHL District, and they seriously alter the visual setting of historic properties on Coasters 
Island, Rose Island, and Fort Adams.  The visibility of any turbines would significantly intrude on the 
historic landscape character of the Common Burying Ground and Island Cemetery. 
 
In addition to identifying visual impacts to specific historic properties, RIHPHC agrees with 
comments of the Preservation Society of Newport County that: "The viewshed of Newport and its 
Harbor, its component landscapes and structures represents a globally significant cultural resource.  
This year nearly ten million vehicles will have crossed the Bridge onto or off the island, and 
approximately 121,000 visitors arrived by cruise ship to tour Newport.  We believe their view of 
historic Newport would have been adversely impacted if wind turbines were installed on the proposed 
sites 6-12 [Building 6CC aka Derecktor Shipyard, Building 1112 aka Coddington Point, Building 
1285 aka Navy Lodge, Bishops Rock, Prichard Field – North, Prichard Field – South, and Katy Field, 
respectively]."  Acceptance of adverse visual effects from Navy turbines not only would diminish the 
integrity of significant historic properties, but could also affect Newport's attractiveness as a 
destination for cultural tourism. 
 
We understand that the Navy is in the process of gathering information for consolidation in an 
environmental assessment, after which it will review and evaluate the document in order to make a 
decision whether or not to construct wind turbines at these locations.  At such time that the Navy 
decides to pursue and construct wind turbines, we will expect to review those plans under the 
regulations set forth in Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 
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cc, cont:  
 
Dana Corson, Preservation Planner, Newport Historic District Commission, by email 
Trudy Coxe, Chief Executive Officer, Preservation Society of Newport County, by email 
Beth Cullen, President, The Point Association, by email 
Grover Fugate, Executive Director, RI Coastal Resources Management Council, by email 
John Grosvenor, Commissioner, RIHPHC, by email 
Eric Hertfelder, Executive Director, Fort Adams Trust, by email 
David McCurdy, Executive Director, Rose Island Foundation, by email 
Ronald Onorato, Commissioner, RIHPHC, by email 
Linnea Petersen, President, Jamestown Historical Society 
Pieter Roos, Executive Director, Newport Restoration Foundation, by email  
Mark Stenning, Chief Executive Officer, Int’l Tennis Hall of Fame & Museum, by email 
Valerie Talmage, Executive Director, Preserve Rhode Island, by email 
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